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Fall 2016 – CH31 – Lab Notebook’s Sample ( By:  Rebecca DeCicco ) 

Maintaining an Organized Lab Notebook 
 

 Always record mistakes made during the experiment. If you had to repeat the experiment, 
explain why-this will help you avoid making similar mistakes in the future. 

 Instead of crossing out your mistake, highlight it, and add a note next to it explaining what 
went wrong and how you fixed it.  

 Start a new page for every topic: objective, procedure, details of experiment, data tables (put 
calculations under data tables if calculations are necessary), summary/observations, and post 
lab. These should all be on separate pages. 

 Record the title of objective, procedure, details of experiment, data tables, 
summary/observations, and post lab clearly at the top of each page with the date. 

 Printed or typed data, such as a copy of report forms, plots, or sample handouts) should be 
taped in your lab notebook.  

 Your lab notebook should be organized in a way that if you were to review its content several 
months later, you will still be able to understand what you had written, and be able to repeat 
the experiment. 
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