early maps

travlers and explorers brouht home a great deal of information about the world.  Mapmakers used this new knowledge to make their maps better.  The greatest mapmaker in the Roman Empire was Ptolemy.  He made one of the best maps of the world as it was known to the Romans in 150.  Later, as the Roman Enpire declined, Ptolemy’s maps were

 not used in Europe.  For the next 1,000 years, European maps gave a false view of the world.  The most coommon Eropean maps were called T-O maps.  The showed the continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa separated by bodies of water.  Together, these formed a “T.”  The ocean, which was the “O,” surounded the three coninents.

Ptolemy’s maps continued to be well-known and used in the Muslim world.  European map makers fel behind.  But many people in the East still studied Ptolemy.  As a result, people in the Muslim world invented 

new tools that helped explorers find their way more easily.  Many years late, this information was brought to Europe.

Vocabulary: continent, explorer, mapmaker, Muslim,  
