Consent to Participate in a Research Study

University of California, Davis

Dear ________________ :

You are being asked to participate in a research study.  The title of the study is “Scaffolding Reflection: Reviewing, Reflecting and Revising Graduate Student Portfolio Artifacts.”  I hope to learn more about the effectiveness of reflection scaffolds as graduate students engage in the reviewing, reflecting and revising sequence for artifacts in their web-based portfolios.  

If you decide to volunteer, you will be asked to participate in a 45 minute interview following the completion of the Content section of your web-based portfolio.  As a participant in the Internet-based MA program (iMET), you are aware of the requirement to review and revise portfolio artifacts and move them to the Content section of your web-based portfolio.  In order to accomplish this process, I will provide you with a reflection scaffold document.  This document must be used in the first sequence of reviewing, reflecting and revising, but you may elect to use some other process thereafter.  Once the Content section of your portfolio is complete, I would like to interview you to determine the effectiveness of the scaffolding process.

There are no risks to you if you decide to participate in this research study.  

It is possible that you will not benefit directly by participating in this study.  However, I expect that the scaffolding document will be a useful tool to be used with other cohorts and I will share my new understandings with you.  In this indirect way, you may benefit.   

Absolute confidentiality cannot be guaranteed, since research documents are not protected from subpoena.  However, I will remove your name from any data I collect and will not use your name in any reports of the research.

There is no cost to you beyond the time and effort required to complete the interview (45 minutes).

You may refuse to participate in this research study.  If you decide to participate, you may change your mind about being in the study and quit after the study has started.  

If you have any questions, please ask me as you respond to this request for your participation.  If you have additional questions later, I will be glad to answer them.  You can reach me at home:  530.273.4983 or by email: brumcv@ucdavis.edu.

Your signature, below, will indicate that you have decided to volunteer as a research subject and that you have read and understood the information above.

Signature of participant _______________________________    Date:  __________________

Signature of investigator _______________________________  Date:  __________________

You will be given a signed and dated copy of this form to keep.  You will also be given a copy of the Experimental Subject’s Bill of Rights.

