






THESIS STATEMENTS 

 

However, upon closer reading. it becomes evident that White’s analysis of his pig’s death and his 

reason for writing about it is not to present a sad sentimental story about the death of his prized 

pig, but rather to illustrate how the pig’s fate, White’s fate, and therefore all of humanity’s fate 

are intricately woven and symbolized in the seemingly uneventful event of the death of a man’s 

pig. 

 

The elephant acts as a symbol of Orwell in Burma, a reflector of human nature, as well as a 

political symbol of the British protectorate. 

 

While White’s extreme reaction to the illness of his pig can be somewhat understood, there are 

specific stages through with he passes that show him to be a man who is emotionally unstable. 

 

From a Marxist viewpoint,, the figure of the elephant operates as a complex political symbol 

representing both the repressive State Apparatus and a ritual of ideological recognition, as 

defined by Louis Althusser. The elephant is also symbolic of the larger class struggle evident in 

the essay. 

 

White takes his pig’s falling ill very seriously, but without good reason, and his demeanor 

contrasts sharply to those who surround him. His seemingly valiant efforts to save the pig are 

selfishly motivated and reflective of his inability to control his world and the living creatures 

within it. 

 

To White the pig has come to symbolize disruption, the fragility of life, and the inevitability of 

feeling pain. 

 

Orwell and the elephant were the only true participants, and, by its death, the elephant acquired a 

special significance for Orwell. It came to symbolize his own personal morality, sacrificed in the 

service of Empire. 

 

 

 

In his essay “Shooting an Elephant,” George Orwell observes that in the East, “a story 

always sounds clear enough at a distance, but the nearer you get to the scene of events the vaguer 

it becomes.” In many ways, Orwell’s encounter with the elephant is such a story. To the 

Europeans of the area, who heard of its death second-hand, the elephant was confidently 

discussed in concrete terms, by some as a valuable capital investment and by others as a menace 

to the public safety. To the Burmese, who actually witnessed the event, the elephant’s death was 

straightforward enough. They saw it simply as entertainment, “a bit of fun,” affording them the 

added benefit of a carcass to butcher and feast upon. Even the Burmese, however, were too 

removed from the event to fathom the conflict and turmoil which were at its core. Orwell and the 

elephant were the only true participants, and, by its death, the elephant acquired a special 

significance for Orwell. It came to symbolize his own personal morality, sacrificed in the service 

of Empire. 


	Thesis statement.pdf
	Sample thesis statements

