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The Department of Economics at Sacramento State offers both Undergraduate and 
Graduate degrees in Economics. Students in the Sac State Economics program benefit 
from a wide range of unique opportunities: numerous government agencies located in 
Sacramento are the source for both the supply of, and demand for, Sac State 
Economics majors. 

The Economics major is comprised of 42-45 units: 9-12* lower division units, 15 units of 
required upper division courses, and 18 units of upper division elective courses. This 
handbook includes roadmaps for freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and transfer students 
interested in majoring in Economics. * Math 24 is a new requirement - however, if you take 
Math 26A or Math 30 - you do not need to take Math 24. 
The Economics minor requires 21 units, including a minimum of 12 units of upper 
division coursework. 

Former Sacramento State Economics students are working at all levels of government 
and in the private sector in finance, real estate, and other professional services. Some 
are in the teaching profession, K-12 and community colleges, while others have 
continued their studies toward the Ph.D. For information on career possibilities for 
Economics majors and minors, please visit www.csus.edu/econliobs/index.htm 

Visit us at our department office located in Tahoe Hall, room 3028 or online at 
www.csus.edu/econ. 
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ECONOMICS MAJOR 

THE ECONOMICS CURRICULUM 
The B.A. in Economics requires a total of 42-45 units, 9-12 lower division and 33 upper 
division. Specific requirements are as follows: 

A. Required Lower Division Courses (9-12 units)

(3) ECON 1A Introduction to Macroeconomic Analysis
(3) ECON 1 B Introduction to Microeconomic Analysis
(3) Math 24 - Business Calculus (Not required if you take Math 
26A or Math 30).
(3) STAT 1 Introduction to Statistics

B. Required Upper Division Courses (15 units, Minimum grade of "C" required in each course)

(3) ECON 1 00A Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory
(3) ECON 1008 Intermediate Microeconomic Theory
(3) ECON 101 History of Economic Thought M-ECON 113 Economic History of the U.S.
(3) ECON 140 Quantitative Economic Analysis
(3) ECON 145 Economic Research Methods

C. Upper Division Electives (18 units)

(18) Additional upper division courses in Economics numbered 110 or above

The Economics Major does not require students to choose a specific concentration, but students choose 
electives based on their interests. Elective courses grouped by career interests and graduate study: 

Careers in Federal, State, or Local 
Government 
ECON 110: Cost Benefit Analysis 
ECON 114: The California Economy 
ECON 130: Public Finance 
ECON 132: State & Local Government Finance 
ECON 162: Energy Economics 
ECON 170: Public Economics and Regulation 
ECON 180: Urban Economics 

Careers in Banking and Finance 
ECON 135: Money and Banking 
ECON 138: Monetary and Fiscal Policy 
ECON 141: Introduction to Econometrics 
ECON 192: International Finance 
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Graduate Study in Economics 

MATH 30: Calculus I (or MATH 26A) 
ECON 135: Money and Banking 
ECON 141: Introduction to Econometrics 

Graduate Study in Law 
ECON 160: Industrial Organization 
ECON 161: Fundamentals of Game Theory 
ECON 170: Public Economics and Regulation 
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Careers in Education (Teaching) 
ECON 112: European Economic History 
ECON 113: Economic History of the U.S. 
ECON 114: The California Economy 
ECON 135: Money and Banking 
ECON 152: Economics of Education 
ECON 189: Economics at the Movies 
ECON 195: Teaching Internship 
ECON 198: Tutoring in Economics 
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Graduate Study in Business (MBA) 
MATH 30: Calculus I (or MATH 26A) 
ECON 135: Money and Banking 
ECON 141: Introduction to Econometrics 
ECON 195: Economic Internship 

There are some restrictions on which upper division courses may be counted toward the major. Students may only count one of the 
following courses toward the major: ECON 112, ECON 120, ECON 181, ECON 184, and ECON 189. 

Students interested in pursuing a graduate degree in Economics or Business should see an advisor early in their academic careers. Most 
graduate programs require extensive preparatory work in mathematics and statistics prior to admission. For MBA programs, consider 
supplementing your major in Economics with courses in Finance and Accounting. Most MBA programs require several years of work 
experience when admitting students. 

The Department offers a Certificate in Economics Education. Please see the catalog, or contact the Director of the Center for Economic 
Education for details. 





THE ECONOMICS FACULTY 

Daniel Burghart, Ph.D., University of Oregon 
Assistant Professor 
Research Interests: Health Economics, Decision Theory, and Experimental Economics 

Katherine Chalmers, Ph.D., Colorado State University 
Associate Professor, Faculty Advisor to the Economics Student Association 
Research interests: Public Economics, Economic Development, Regional Economics, Feminist Economics 

Tim Ford, Ph.D., University of New Hampshire 

Associate Professor, Director of the Center for Economic Education 
Research interests: International Economics, Urban and Regional Economics, Economic Growth and 
Development, Applied Econometrics 

Hannah Gabriel, Ph.D., Michigan State University 
Assistant Professor 
Research interests: International Economics, Applied Macroeconomics, Economics of Transition, Development 
Economics 

Jonathan Kaplan, Ph.D., University of California, Davis 
Professor 
Research interests: Environmental and Resource Economics, Experimental Economics and Applied Metrics 

David Lang, Ph.D., Washington University St. Louis Professor, 
Professor, Department Chair 
Research interests: Labor Economics, Economics of Education, Applied Microeconomics 

Herman Li, Ph.D., Penn State University 
Assistant Professor 
Research interests: Urban Economics, Real Estate, Applied Microeconomics 

Suzanne O'Keefe, Ph.D., University ofCalifornia, Berkeley 
Professor 
Research interests: Applied Microeconomics, Public Finance, Labor Economics 

Mark Siegler, Ph.D., University of California, Davis 
Professor 
Research interests: Macroeconomics, Monetary Economics, U.S. Economic History 

Raul Tadle, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Cruz 
Assistant Professor 
Research Interests: Monetary Policy, Finance, Financial Textual Analysis, International Finance, International 
Markets 

Kristin Van Gaasbeck, Ph.D., University of California, Davis 

Associate Professor, Department Vice-Chair, Internship Coordinator 
Research interests: Macroeconomics, Monetary Economics, Time Series Econometrics 

Ta-Chen Wang, Ph.D., Stanford University 
Professor 
Research interests: Economic History, Economic Development 

Yan Zhou, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Cruz 
Professor 
Research interests: International Finance, Open Economy Macroeconomics, Applied Econometrics 



THE STUDENT ECONOMICS CLUB 

The Student Economics Club is an organization that supports academic achievement and career development 
activities for economics students at Sac State. Members of the Economics Club can take advantage of 
educational events such as organized study sessions for Economics classes, field trips to economic 
institutions, seminars by professionals in Economics, and workshops on career opportunities, internships, and 
graduate school. 

The greatest benefit of membership comes from leadership and organizational skills: students have the 
opportunity to serve as peer advisors, academic tutors, and role models. Such skills are highly valued by 
employers and the Economics Club is an excellent venue for building experience in these areas.  

SAMPLE DEGREE SCHEDULES 

This section contains roadmaps for the completion of the Economics major. These schedules are only 
suggestions and students should meet with an advisor to address the specific needs of each individual. Each 
year, four faculty members serve as Undergraduate Advisors. Please contact the Department of Economics at 
(916) 278-6223 to schedule an appointment with an advisor.

The University has four general categories of graduation requirements: general education (GE), English 
composition, and coursework for the major. 

GE Progam: The University requires a total of 51 units of GE coursework, 9 of which must be in upper division 
courses. These upper division GE courses may not be counted toward the Economics major (or any other 
major). For example, if a student takes ECON 112 in order to satisfy GE Area C1, the student may not count this 
class toward the Economics major. Students may count GE coursework toward a minor. 

Within these 51 units of General Education, students must satisfy a Race and Ethnicity requirement and a 
Writing Intensive requirement. The majority of both Race and Ethnicity AND Writing Intensive GE courses are 
upper division. Courses taken to satisfy these specific requirements may not be counted toward the Economics 
major. For example, if a student takes ECON 181 to satisfy the Race and Ethnicity GE requirement, this student 
may not count ECON 181 toward the Economics major. For more details on GE requirements, please see 
Academic Advising. This office has a GE worksheet for students to complete, available online at 
http://www.csus.edu/acad/faq/gewksht.pdf. 

Other University Requirements: The University writing requirements include two courses (ENGL 1 A and ENGL 
20) and passing the Writing Proficiency Exam (WPE). Note that a passing score on the WPE is a prerequisite 
for ECON 145.

In addition to the courses listed in the sample schedules below, the University requires 120 units to graduate. 
This means that a student must take 5 courses (3 units each) each semester in order to graduate in four 

years. Among these 120 units, 40 units must be upper division coursework. 

Economics major units = 42-45 units 

GE units outside of the Economics major = 42 units 

ENGL 20 = 3 units 

Foreign Language requirement = 0-6 units 

Total from above 

Total needed to graduate 

Total remaining elective units 

= 81-87 units 

= 120 units 

= 24-30 units 

The remaining 27-33 units of elective coursework may be counted toward a minor or double major. 





Sophomores 

The roadmap below assumes that students have completed a total of 30 units of coursework, including 24-units 
of General Education (outside of Areas D1A and B4) and ENGL 1A: College Composition I. In addition to the 42 
units needed to complete the Economics major, this leaves the student to complete 27 GE units (9 units of upper 
division GE), the Writing Intensive and Race and Ethnicity requirements, and ENGL 20: College Composition II. 

For students who have completed the lower division requirements for the Economics major, substitute ECON 
1A, ECON 1 B, and STAT 1 with GE courses outside of areas D1A and B4. 

It is critical to complete the lower division and upper division core requirements as soon as possible. This 
general rule applies to GE and English composition courses as well. GE courses are noted below. These are 
only suggestions for GE Areas, the majority of GE courses can be taken in any order. Major courses are 
indicated with an asterisk. 

6-Semester Roadmap (3 years)

Sophomore Year

Fall Semester Spring Semester 

Units Course Units Courses 

3 *GE/ ECON 1A (Area D1A) 3 *GE/ ECON 18 (Area D1A)
3 *GE/ STAT 1 (Area 84/85) 3 *ECON Elective 1
3 ENGL 20: College Composition II 3 GE course 
3 GE course 3 Foreign Language Requirement/Elective 
3 Foreign Language Requirement/Elective __ 3Elective 15 
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Junior Year 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 

Units Course Units Courses 

3 *ECON 100A: Intermediate Macro Theory 3 ECN 1008: Intermediate Micro Theory 
3 *ECON 101: History of Economic Thought 3 *ECON 140: Quantitative Economic

or Econ 113: Economic History of the U.S. Analysis

3 *ECON Elective 1 3 *ECON Elective 2

3 GE courset 3 *ECON Elective 3

3 Elective 3 GE courset

15 15 

Senior Year 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 

Units Course Units Courses 

3 3 *ECON 145
3 3 *ECON Elective 6
3 3 Elective

3 3 Elective
3 

*ECON Elective 4
*ECON Elective 5 

GE courset 
*Elective

 Elective 3 Elective

15 15 

t 
Indicates GE Areas students should use to satisfy the 9-unit uppet division GE requirement, and the Race and Ethnicity or Writing Intensive requirements. 












