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California State University, Sacramento 

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
GRADUATE SYLLABUS & COURSE OUTLINE 
Semester/Year:  
Spring 2020 

Course:  
CSAD 500T: Culminating Experience: Thesis 

Section:  
01 (#32345) 

Meeting Days:   
TBD 

Meeting Times:  
TBD 

Location: 
TBD 

Instructor:  
Dr. Heather Thompson 

Email: 
Heather.thompson@csus.edu 

Phone: 
916-278-6654 

Office Location: 
Folsom Hall  

Office Hours/Appointments:  
10:00-11:20am Mondays and Wednesdays, or by appointment 

 
Catalogue Course Description: 

CSAD 500T.     Culminating Experience: Thesis. 2 Units 
Prerequisite(s): Advanced to Candidacy. Graded: Credit/No Credit. 
Term Typically Offered: Fall, Spring 
Independent research study, conducted under the supervision of faculty members. Thesis must involve a research question or 
hypothesis, review of pertinent literature, collection and analysis of data. It is the student's responsibility to locate and recruit 
subjects, to collect data, and to write the thesis. Students must follow all department and university thesis guidelines. 

Place of Course in Program 
This course is the culminating experience for students in their last two semesters of the graduate program in speech-language 
pathology. The student will complete research under the supervision of a faculty thesis advisor. Thesis units will be taken by 
students once they have advanced to candidacy as part of the Communication Sciences and Disorders Master’s degree. 
 
Sacramento State Graduate Learning Goals (GLG) Addressed by this 

course (Y/N) 
Disciplinary knowledge: Master, integrate, and apply disciplinary knowledge and skills to current, practical, and important contexts 
and situations. 

Y 

Communication: Communicate key knowledge with clarity and purpose both within the discipline and in broader contexts. Y 
Critical thinking/analysis: Demonstrate the ability to be creative, analytical, and critical thinkers. Y 
Information literacy: Demonstrate the ability to obtain, assess, and analyze information from a myriad of sources. Y 
Professionalism: Demonstrate an understanding of professional integrity. Y 
Intercultural/Global Perspectives: Demonstrate relevant knowledge and application of intercultural and/or global 
perspectives. 

Y 
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Course Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate competency in the following areas for research: 
 

1.  Evaluation, as applicable 
2.  Intervention, as applicable 
3.  Writing 
4.  Interaction and Personal Qualities (Professional Behavior) 

 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:  
 

1. Develop a question of inquiry commensurate with the graduate level of training 
2. Conduct a search of the literature using relevant keywords and search terminology 
3. Review research articles appropriate for the study background and purpose 
4. Establish a rationale for the proposed investigation 
5. Present the results of the literature search in written and oral modalities 
6. Contribute to and/or design a methodology to address the area of inquiry under the guidance of faculty mentor  
7. Implement appropriate data collection procedures for the designed study 
8. Present study information via written and oral modalities that includes the following components: study 

background/purpose, methods, results and discussion 
 
The above learning outcomes will be assessed through meetings with the faculty advisor and completion of a final thesis 
project. 
 
Textbooks and Materials: 
There are no textbooks assigned for this course. Students are encouraged to seek out resources for the thesis project in 
consultation with their faculty mentor. 

Online Resources: 
1. Students are encouraged to check their CSUS email daily. 

 
Prerequisites:  
Prior to enrolling in CSAD 500T, the following conditions must be met:  

1. The student must have been advanced to candidacy.  
2. The first and second readers judge that the first two chapters of the thesis (literature review and 

methodology) are sufficiently well-developed. 
3. Her/his proposal has been approved by the Culminating Experience Committee no later than the 11th week 

of the second clinical semester. The proposal must include the first two chapters specified above. 
4. Institutional Review Board Approval has been obtained. It is possible for this process to take a full academic 

year.  
5. Written approval of the first reader has been accepted by the Department Chair. 

 
Course Requirements/Components: 
A thesis is an independent research project, conducted by the student under the supervision of members of the 
faculty. A thesis must involve a research question or hypothesis, review of pertinent literature, and the collection 
and analysis of data. It is the student's responsibility to locate and recruit participants and to collect the data, as well 
as to write the thesis. Projects that include the generation of original data are preferred; however, superior proposals 
based on file data or other secondary data sources will be considered. 
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The student is responsible for the following:  

1. Preparing for and participation in meetings, as scheduled 
2. Completing study objectives, data collection, analysis and presentation of the results 
3. Completing a written thesis project as agreed-upon by the student and faculty advisor 

 
Readings/Requirements: 
Journal articles, textbooks/chapters and/or other online resources will be acquired by the student on an individual 
basis. Evidence based sources of information from peer reviewed journals will be employed. Additional readings 
will be provided by the faculty advisor to support the student’s growth and development as a researcher in the field. 
 
Course Policies and Assignments: 
Due Dates for All Assignments 
Due dates will be established by the student and faculty mentor following discussion. A fall start plan of study is 
located at the end of this syllabus. 
 
Policy for Completing CSAD 500T Coursework 
A student enrolls in two units of CSAD 500T each semester s/he works on the thesis, up to a total of four units. If 
the thesis is not completed within two semesters, the student may enroll in continuous enrollment (CSAD 599) if 
not otherwise actively enrolled for two additional semesters. Students are allowed a maximum of three semesters 
past the semester of first registering in 500T to complete their thesis for a maximum of four semesters total. 
Students who do not finish the thesis within the first semester of enrolling in 500T will receive a grade of “Report 
in Progress” (RP). If a student does not complete the thesis within the four total semesters, s/he will receive a No 
Credit (NC) grade for the original units and must enroll in 500C for the culminating experience.  
 
Thesis Handbook 
A handbook is available for students that describes the policies and procedures of completing a thesis. The student 
is responsible for adhering to the policies and procedures of the handbook and achieving the milestones delineated 
therein.  
 
Plan of Study 
Under the mentorship of the faculty advisor, the student will create a Plan of Study. The Plan of Study is a 
document used to assist the graduate student in achieving expected thesis milestones. Failing to adhere to the 
deadlines established in the Plan of Study will delay the timeline to graduation.  
 
Grading Policy: 
The student’s final grade will be computed based upon completion of the thesis requirements, with a grade of 
“credit” or “no credit” assigned. 
	
 

Additional Information  
Commitment to Integrity: 
As a student in this course (and at this university) you are expected to maintain high degrees of professionalism, 
commitment to active learning and participation in this class and also integrity in your behavior in and out of the 
classroom. 
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Sac State’s Academic Honesty Policy & Procedures: 
“The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of scholars and teachers. 
California State University, Sacramento expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles, and in so 
doing, will protect the integrity of academic work and student grades.” Read more about Sac State’s Academic 
Honesty Policy & Procedures at the following website: http://www.csus.edu/umanual/student/stu-0100.htm  

Definitions: At Sac State, “cheating is the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work 
through the use of any dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means.” Plagiarism is a form of cheating. At Sac State, 
“plagiarism is the use of distinctive ideas or works belonging to another person without providing adequate 
acknowledgement of that person’s contribution.” Source: Sacramento State University Library Note: Any form of 
academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, shall be reported to the Office of Student Conduct, 
Division of Student Affairs.. 

Understand When You May Drop This Course: 
It is the student’s responsibility to understand when he/she need to consider disenrolling from a course. Prefer to 
the Sac State Course Schedule for dates and deadlines for registration. After this period, a serious and compelling 
reason is required to drop from the course. Serious and compelling reasons include: (a) documented and significant 
change in work hours, leaving student unable to attend class, or (b) documented and severe physical/mental 
illness/injury to the student or student’s family. Under emergency/special circumstances, students may petition for 
an incomplete grade. An incomplete will only be assigned if there is a compelling extenuating circumstance. All 
incomplete course assignments must be completed by the department’s policy. 

Equal Access: 
California State University-Sacramento, Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, seeks to provide 
equal access to its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you have a documented disability 
and verification from the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SSWD), and wish to discuss academic 
accommodations, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. It is the student’s responsibility to provide 
documentation of disability to SSWD and meet with a SSWD counselor to request special accommodation before 
classes start.  Sacramento State Services to Students with Disabilities (SSWD) offers a wide range of support 
services and accommodations for students in order to ensure students with disabilities have equal access and 
opportunity to pursue their educational goals.  Working collaboratively with students, faculty, staff and 
administrators, SSWD provides consultation and serves as the information resource on disability related issues to 
the campus community.   SSWD is located in Lassen Hall 1008 and can be contacted by phone at (916) 278-6955 
(Voice) or (916) 278-7239 (TDD only) or via email at sswd@csus.edu. 

Basic Needs Support 
If you are experiencing challenges in the area of food and/or stable housing, help is just a click, email or phone call 
away! Sacramento State offers basic needs support for students who are experiencing challenges in these areas. 
Please visit our Basic Needs website to learn more about your options and resources available. 
https://www.csus.edu/basicneeds/  

Other Resources 
Testing Center: https://www.csus.edu/testing/  

Library: https://library.csus.edu/  

Services to Students with Disabilities: https://www.csus.edu/sswd/  
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Student Health and Counseling Services at The WELL: https://www.csus.edu/shcs/  

Peer & Academic Resource Center: https://www.csus.edu/parc/  

Student Academic Success and Education Equity Programs: https://www.csus.edu/saseep/  

Case Manager, Office of Student Affairs: https://www.csus.edu/student/casemanager/  
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Knowledge And Skills Acquisition (KASA) For Certification in Speech-Language 
Pathology 

CSAD 500T Culminating Experience: Thesis 

Standard IV-C: Speech, Language, Hearing, Communication, and Swallowing Disorders and Differences 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: phonology, 

articulation disorders (including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, 
psychological, developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates.) 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: fluency disorders 
(including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates.) 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: voice and 
resonance disorders (including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, 
psychological, developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates.) 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: receptive and 
expressive language disorders (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, prelinguistic 
communication, and paralinguistic communication) in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and manual 
modalities (including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates.) 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: hearing disorders 
(including the impact on speech and language including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical 
physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates.) 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: swallowing 
disorders (oral, pharyngeal, esophageal, and related functions, including oral function for feeding; orofacial 
myofunction,) including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: cognitive aspects 
of communication (e.g., attention, memory, sequencing, problem solving, and executive functioning), 
including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: social aspects of 
communication (e.g., behavioral and social skills affecting communication), including the etiologies, 
characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, linguistic, and cultural 
correlates. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: communication 
modalities, including the etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical physiological, acoustic, psychological, 
developmental, linguistic, and cultural correlates. 

Standard IV-D: Prevention, Assessment, and Intervention 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 

methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding articulation. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 

methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding fluency. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 

methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding voice and resonance. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 

methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding receptive and expressive language 
(phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, prelinguistic communication, and paralinguistic 
communication) in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and manual modalities. 
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• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 
methods of prevention, screening, and intervention regarding hearing, including the impact on speech and 
language. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 
methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding swallowing (oral, pharyngeal, esophageal, 
and related functions, including oral function for feeding; orofacial myofunction). 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 
methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding cognitive aspects of communication (e.g., 
attention, memory, sequencing, problem solving, and executive functioning). 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 
methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention regarding social aspects of communication (e.g., 
behavioral and social skills affecting communication). 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge re: the principles and 
methods of assessment and intervention regarding communication modalities. 

Standard IV-E, IV-G, IV-H: Contemporary Professional Issues 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: standards of 

ethical conduct. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: contemporary 

professional issues and advocacy. 
Standard IV-F: Research 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: processes used in 
research and integration of research principles into evidence-based clinical practice. 

Standard V-A: Oral and Written Communication 
• The student will demonstrate skill in oral and written or other forms of communication sufficient for entry 

into professional practice. 
Standard IV-B: Basic Human Communication Processes 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: biological bases of 
human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: neurological bases 
of human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: acoustic bases of 
human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: psychological 
bases of human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: 
developmental/lifespan bases of human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: linguistic bases of 
human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: cultural bases of 
human communication differences. 

Standard IV-B: Swallowing Processes 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: biological bases of 

human communication. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: neurological bases 

of human communication. 
• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: psychological 

bases of human communication. 
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• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: 
developmental/lifespan bases of human communication. 

• The student will demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate knowledge re: cultural bases of 
human communication differences. 
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Thesis Plan of Study 
 

 

Objective  Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 

Proposal draft to first reader     _________________ 

 

Proposal discussion with second reader  _________________ 

 

Final proposal to first and second readers  _________________ 

 

Proposal Approved  _________________ 

 

IRB Application (if applicable)  _________________ 

 

Project draft to first reader  _________________ 

 

Final draft of project to first and second readers           _________________ 

 

 

Position  Name  Signature  Date 
 
First Reader 

      

 
 
Second Reader 

      

 
 
Culminating 
Experience 
Co-chair 

      

 
 
Culminating 
Experience 
Co-chair 
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CSAD 500T: Progress to Degree – Fall Start   

Semester 1: Fall Semester 

• Review the required process for completing a thesis by 
reading through this document 

• Decide on whether or not you wish to pursue a thesis 
• Decide on a topic area (e.g., speech sound disorders, 

fluency disorders, etc.) 
• Meet with potential thesis advisors (who have or may have 

an interest in your chosen topic area) to mentor you 
through the project 

• Decide on a topic and read the literature 
• Confirm a primary thesis advisor/mentor (first reader) 
• Attend OGS workshop for thesis students 

 
REQUIRED BENCHMARKS:  

1. First reader to approve topic  
2. First reader to commit to supervision by the end of the 

semester 
 

Semester 2:  Spring Semester 

• Identify and confirm a second reader 
• Develop a research question and a method of investigation; 

obtain confirmation from primary thesis advisor 
• Draft an introduction and methods section of your proposal 
• Finalize draft of the proposal by the 7th week of the semester 
• Submit a draft of the proposal to first and second readers by 

the 9th week of the semester 
 

REQUIRED BENCHMARKS:  

1. Obtain approval from first and second readers on proposal by 
the 11th week of the semester 

2. Submit the IRB application by week 12   

Semester 3:  Fall Semester 

• Register for 500 T 
• Collect data 
• Analyze data 
• Write results and discussion sections of final 

document 
 

REQUIRED BENCHMARKS: 

1. Draft of thesis submitted to first reader by 
end of the semester 

Semester 4:  Spring Semester 

• Register for 500 T 
• Analyze data 
• Write results and discussion sections of final document 

 

REQUIRED BENCHMARKS: 

1. Submit final version of thesis by the 10th week of the 
semester to primary and second readers 

2. Make appointment to meet with OGS to sign final 
documents by the 12th week of the semester  

 


