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Japanese Language Programs in the Greater Sacramento Area

 • 17 High Schools/Middle 
Schools
• 3 Colleges and 2 
Universities
•Port of Sacramento 
Japanese School 
•Sakura Gakuen



Japanese Program at Sac State
Faculty AY 2024/2025

Dr. Kazue Masuyama
Professor

Dr. Kristina S. Vassil
Associate Professor
A recipient of 
Full bright and Ministry of 
Education fellowship
Former JET

Eliot Kelly
Instructor

Noboku Nishizaki Torres
Instructor

Sakura Gakuen instructor

Dr. Catherine Miskow
Instructor

French instructor



Japanese Program at Sac State
•Established in 1969

•Japanese Minor (42 in Spring 2025)

•Four years of Japanese language courses

•Japanese Civilization

•Asian Studies courses

•Megacourse in Japanese popular culture

•Peer Language Practitioners 



Peer Language Practitioners / Partners (PLP)



Seven Study Abroad Programs  



Large Scale Events
Japan Day & World Languages Day



Japanese Speech Contest Winners and 
Kakehashi Project Participants

2016 2018 2019 2023 2024



Students – Alumni 

Michael Edwards
Tenured professor
Jissen Women’s 
College 

Brian Berry
Tenured professor
Chiba University of 
Commerce

Chris Lamb
Computer game 
Designer 



Why Japanese?
Chelsea Shirley

Japanese Peer Language Partner (PLP)



Why Japanese?

Hello!
My name is Chelsea Shirley 
and I am one of the PLP’s

こんにちは4年生の
チェルシーシャリーです！

I am currently taking 
JAPAN 110&116B.

I am also apart of the 
Soran Bushi club!



Why Japanese?

なんで日本語を勉強しているか
をクラスの皆さんにきいてみま
した！

I asked my classmates why 
they are learning Japanese. 
Please enjoy the short Video!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17H7dPsvImdG5cquNtQW7uEdogkBuJ50r/preview


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1oKfkl_CLOTFFYhM2SMN6MaTXvTBgJaiA/preview


Sac State
Japan Club

Gage Clark

President of Japan Club









https://docs.google.com/file/d/17hPcch65Jqm8MBBVkQO8EF8ZxuodqxxB/preview










Thank you for 
taking the time 
to look at all of 
our hard work!!

~Japan Club 
2024-2025 
Officers 
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