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National Institute on Al in Society

Artificial Intelligence and the Public Interest

The National Institute on Artificial Intelligence in Society (NIAIS) at California State University, Sacramento, is a
pioneering non-partisan public think tank dedicated to studying the impact of artificial intelligence (Al) on
society and ensuring that this transformative technology benefits the public at large. NIAIS brings together
experts from diverse fields to collaborate on research, provide resources and policy advice, and engage the
public on the opportunities and challenges of Al adoption.

The Public Must Have a Seat at the Table

Al has the potential to revolutionize various aspects of our lives, from healthcare and education to
transportation and beyond. Al-powered tools can aid in early disease detection, provide personalized learning
experiences, and reduce accidents through autonomous vehicles. However, the rapid advancement of Al also
presents a range of challenges that must be addressed to ensure its fair and equitable implementation.

Ethical concerns, such as algorithmic bias, the spread of misinformation, and job displacement, require careful
consideration and proactive solutions. Privacy and security issues are paramount, as Al systems often rely on
large datasets containing sensitive personal information. Moreover, the environmental impact of training and
running complex Al models necessitates the development of sustainable practices.

As we navigate this critical juncture, it is essential that the public has a voice in shaping the future of Al. We
must foster an inclusive and equitable future, where Al is harnessed for social good, regulations protect
individuals' rights, and education systems prepare citizens for the Al-driven world. Failure to do so risks
widening societal divides, exacerbating inequalities, and eroding privacy and democracy.

The decisions we make today will have far-reaching consequences for the future of Al and its impact on
society. It is imperative that we foster collaboration among governments, industry, academia, and civil society
to develop ethical frameworks, invest in responsible Al research and development, and create policies that
promote the responsible use of Al. By ensuring that the public has a seat at the table, we can steer the Al
revolution towards a future that benefits all of humanity.
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What We Do

The National Institute on Artificial Intelligence in Society (NIAIS) is dedicated to developing frameworks and
approaches that harness the potential of Al while mitigating the disruptions it may bring to various industries,
such as education, government, services, healthcare, manufacturing, and finance. Our work focuses on
ensuring that Al technologies are integrated ethically and effectively, addressing both technical challenges and
ethical considerations.

1. Applied Research and Development
NIAIS conducts interdisciplinary applied research to advance Al technologies and their applications across
diverse sectors. Our research teams collaborate with industry partners, government agencies, and academic
institutions to develop innovative Al solutions that are socially responsible, culturally sensitive, and aligned
with the public interest. By focusing on real-world challenges, we aim to create Al systems that enhance
efficiency, improve decision-making, and drive positive societal change.

2. Education and Public Outreach
The institute is committed to creating a wide array of resources that are freely accessible to the public, aimed
at fostering a deeper understanding of Al and its societal implications. We produce educational materials,
including online courses, tutorials, and publications, to help individuals and organizations navigate the
complexities of Al. Additionally, we host public workshops, seminars, and community outreach events to
engage diverse audiences and promote Al literacy.

3. Consulting Services
NIAIS offers specialized consulting services to assist governmental organizations, non-profit groups, and for-
profit businesses in integrating Al technologies into their operations. Our experts work closely with clients to
assess their needs, develop tailored strategies, and implement Al solutions that align with their goals and
values. We provide guidance on data management, algorithm design, model training, and performance
evaluation, ensuring that Al systems are reliable, secure, and ethically sound.

4. Policy Development and Advocacy
As a non-partisan public think tank, NIAIS plays a crucial role in informing public policy debates and
contributing to the development of regulatory frameworks that ensure the responsible use of Al. We engage
with policymakers, industry leaders, and civil society organizations to advocate for policies that promote
fairness, transparency, and accountability in Al systems. Our research findings and policy recommendations
aim to strike a balance between fostering innovation and protecting individual rights and societal interests.

5. Public Engagement and Dialogue
NIAIS recognizes the importance of fostering public engagement and dialogue around Al. We organize
conferences, workshops, and public lectures that bring together stakeholders from academia, industry,
government, and the community to discuss the opportunities and challenges posed by Al. Through these
initiatives, we aim to promote informed and inclusive conversations about the future of Al and its impact on
society, ensuring that diverse perspectives are heard and considered in the decision-making process.
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What we can do

1. Champion Al Adoption in Northern California

California is renowned as a global leader in developing cutting-edge Al technologies, which has become a
significant economic advantage for the state. However, NIAIS aims to position California as a trailblazer in the
responsible adoption and deployment of Al across various sectors. By partnering with donors, we will
collaborate with local governments, businesses, and communities to implement innovative Al solutions that
tackle regional challenges and foster inclusive growth. Through these efforts, NIAIS will showcase the
transformative potential of Al in California, setting a precedent for other regions and driving the widespread
adoption of ethical and socially beneficial Al practices.

2. Scale Up Research and Educational Initiatives
Increased funding would enable NIAIS to establish new research centers focused on specific areas of Al
application, invest in state-of-the-art facilities, and launch comprehensive educational initiatives. We could
develop Al curricula for K-12 schools, offer online courses and certification programs, and provide targeted
support for underrepresented groups to promote diversity and equity in the Al field.

3. Amplify Public Engagement and Policy Advocacy
With additional resources, NIAIS could amplify its public outreach efforts, organizing more frequent events,
investing in digital platforms, and establishing a global network of partners. We could also invest in policy
research and advocacy to promote responsible Al governance, engaging with policymakers and industry
leaders to shape policies that ensure the fair and ethical use of Al technologies.

Contact
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https://csus.edu/ai

