
Placer Innovation Hub: Academic Workgroups 

 

Project Leadership & Workgroup Support: 

Vajra Watson 

Senior Associate Vice President 

Rose Borunda 

Faculty Consultant/Coach 

Crystal Velazquez 

Project Manager/ Coach 

 

Interdisciplinary Forensic Science 
Environmental Health, Sustainability, 

& Circular Economies 

Public Health, Public Safety, & 

Gerontology 

Phil Hess (Chair) 
Sac State, Criminal Justice Faculty  

Jamie Kneitel (Chair) 
Sac State, Biological Sciences Faculty 

 

Donna Jensen (Chair) 
Sac State, Gerontology Faculty 

 

Jennifer Molina (Co-Chair) 
Sierra College, Anthropology Faculty  

Blake Rood 
Sierra College, Counseling Faculty 

 

Anita Roe  
Sierra College, Nursing Faculty 

 

Toby Gloekler 
Sac State, Mechanical Engineering Faculty  

Wayne Linklater 
Sac State, Environmental Studies Faculty 

 

Laura Gaeta 
Sac State, Communication Sciences & 

Disorders Faculty  
 

Susan Crawford 
Sac State, Chemistry Faculty  

Cameron Law 
Sac State, The Carlsen Center, Exec. Director 

 

Nitin Roy 
Sac State, Public Health Faculty 

 

Troy Topping 
Sac State, Mechanical Engineering Faculty  

Sudipta Mukherjee 
Sac State, Marketing & Supply Chain Faculty 

 

Henry Gonzalez 
Sac State, Family & Consumer Sciences 

Faculty 
 

Kevin Kellogg 
Sac State, Biological Sciences Faculty  

Laura Gonzalez-Ospina 
Sac State, Office of Sustainability Analyst 

 

 

Steven Skinner 
Sac State, Geology Faculty  

Amir Motlagh 
Sac State, Civil Engineering Faculty 

 

 

Tim Croisdale 
Sac State, Criminal Justice Faculty  

Emily Oertling 
Sac State, Family & Consumer Science Faculty 

 

 

Susanne Lindgren 
Sac State, Biological Sciences Faculty  

Ryan Todd 
Sac State, Office of Sustainability Director 

 

 

Aishah Patterson 
Sac State, Communication Sciences & 

Disorders Faculty  

  

Janel Thompson 
Sac State, Anthropology Faculty    

  

Roy Ingram 
Sierra College, Mechatronics Instructor 
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Vajra Watson 

Senior Associate Vice President 

Rose Borunda 

Faculty Consultant/Coach 

Crystal Velazquez 

Project Manager/Coach 

 

Urban Planning, Hospitality, & Community Development 
Ethnic Studies (P20), Educational Equity, and Global 

Education 

Abhijeet Shirsat (Chair) 
Sac State, Recreation, Parks & Tourism Administration Faculty 

 

Rosa Martinez (Chair) 
Sac State, English Faculty 

 

Masoud Abadi 
Sac State, Civil Engineering Faculty 

 

Melissa Leal  
Sierra College, Ethnic Studies Faculty Placer Tribal Liaison 

 

Jason Gantt  
Sierra College, Physical Education Faculty  

 

Vanessa Arnaud 

Sac State, World Languages Faculty 

 

John Biery 
Sac State, Construction Management Faculty 

 

Michelle Boucher 
Sierra College, Human Development & Family Faculty 

 

Joe Zhou 
Sac State, Research & Instruction Faculty 

 

Marie Lorraine Mallare 
Sac State, Ethnic Studies Faculty 

 

 
Mary Rosenberry 

Sierra College, English Faculty  

 
Partha Mohapatra 

Sac State, Accounting Faculty 
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Vajra Watson 

Senior Associate Vice President 
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Rose Borunda 

Faculty Consultant/Coach 

rborunda@csus.edu  

Crystal Velazquez 

Project Manager/Coach 

 

The Placer Pilot (Microsite) for Concurrent Enrollment 

Pam Wimbush (Chair) 
Sac State, Continuing Education Dean 

 

Lucas Moosman (Co-Chair) 
Sierra College, Student Services VP 

 

Kristin Van Gaasbeck 
Sac State, Economics Faculty 

 

Ben Fell 
Sac State, CCE, Associate Dean 

 

Renee Leonard 
Sac State, Academic Program Roadmap Coordinator 

 

Bill Macriss 
Sac State, Strategic Partnerships AVP 

 

Hema Manickavinayaham 
Sac State, Planning & Digital Transformation AVP 

 

Paul Edwards 
Sac State, Student Partnerships & Initiatives AVP 

 

Sharyn Gardner 
Sac State, Undergraduate Studies Director 

 

Jenni Murphy 
Sac State, Dean of the College of Continuing Education 

 

Tony Sheppard 
Sac State, Recreation Parks & Tourism Administration Faculty  

 

Rebecca Bocchicchio 
Sierra College, VP of Instruction 

 

Steven Salcido 
Sac State, Enrollment Management & Student Services AVP 

 

Tiffany Northern 
Sac State, Transfer Resource Center Sr. Coordinator 

 

Pooria Assadi 
Sac State, Management & Organizations Faculty 

 

Amy Schulz 
Sierra College, Career Continuing & Technical Education Dean 
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