Woody Allen 
Career: since 1967; best films 1977 – 1997; last 19 years hit and miss (exceptions ‘Match Point’ 2005, ‘Blue Jasmine’ 2013): comedy-dramas; New York upper-middle class intelligentsia – talking; character-driven; strong female characters – e.g., Scarlett Johansson and Cate Blanchett; stars in own film; focus on own hang-ups, especially sexual; pessimist existential philosophy (life’s a bitch, then you die).
‘Crimes and Misdemeanors’ 1989

Traditional American jazz; old Hollywood films (Betty Hutton); Ingmar Bergman (the dinner table scene from ‘Wild Strawberries’)
Mix comedy and philosophical drama (movie is very funny – one-liners)
Two independent narratives with two focuses on same theme
Woody Allen, Alan Alda (obnoxious TV sitcom producer), Mia Farrow – Does the good guy or the bad guy get the girl?
Martin Landau, Anjelica Huston, Claire Bloom – Can a wealthy guy get away with murder?  What about his conscience?
And the two narratives come together thematically in the end at the big wedding ceremony when Allen and Landau meet by chance for the first time.
Theme – philosophical – existential: Ebert – “thriller about the dark night of the soul.”  Is there justice in this world?  Does God exist?  Does He care about individual human beings?  Is the universe morally indifferent?  Do we survive after death? (Fear of death)
How can an obnoxious braggart like Alan Alda (compared to Mussolini and Mr. Ed by the director) be so successful and get the girl?

How can Martin Landau, a man who murdered his mistress (arranged by his brother Jerry Orbach), get away with it and live free of guilt for the rest of his life? (Cf. Dostoyevski, ‘Crime and Punishment’)
Allen is encouraged by his study of an existentialist philosopher who asserts that the universe is benign and meaningful despite all appearances.  Shocked when Levy commits suicide.

Conclusion in final scene when Landau and Allen speak: Live with it.  Do the best you can in a Godless universe.  Love the people around you and find ways to give yourself pleasure.  This is the real world with its small pleasures and satisfactions, not a Hollywood movie where all stories have a happy ending.  (Existentialism; see document posted on webpage)
