The Decline of Hollywood, 1946 – ca. 1970
Fact: precipitous decline in attendance and number of theaters

1) HUAC and anti-Communist Witch Hunt?

2) US Supreme Court’s Paramount Decree of 1948

Forces studios to divest themselves of their theater chains; thus removing a great financial advantage.
3) The impact of television


Television in American homes in the 1950s


Middle class America moves to the suburbs.

Fate of traditional Hollywood “B” movie.

4) Competition from imported foreign films (Swedish, French, Japanese)


Outside the purview of the Hayes Office

But can they be censored?  The Supreme Court decides in Miracle Decision (1951) that they cannot; film is now an “artistic medium”

Green light to sexy foreign films; pressure on Hayes Code (1950s) to allow more sexual content.
One Result: End of the Studio System, c. 1960

Studios lose production initiative: Dominance of stars and agents such as MCA

Independent production companies


Studios bought up by banks and corporate conglomerates

Sound stages and back lots sold off

Main studio function is now financing and distribution

System is now similar to 1915; collaboration among the three stages
What to do, c. 1955?
Visual changes: give the public what television can’t deliver – blazing color, widescreen, etc.

The blockbuster strategy – the “home run strategy”.  Hits its stride in the 1950s.

Problems: financially dangerous, but essentially successful after film business turns around c 1970

Aesthetic issues: sameness – “high concept”, reliance on sequels.
Sex and violence

Chipping away at the Hayes Code until 1965

Junked in 1966; enter the Rating System of Jack Valenti
Use of extreme violence (‘Bonnie and Clyde’, ‘Wild Bunch’) and graphic sexuality even in mainstream movies
Hollywood reaches its nadir about 1970?  (Afterwards renaissance of quality and return of profitability.)
