The American Western
Late 40s and 50s as heyday of the classic ‘A’ Western.

Components of the Classical Western
--Melodrama set in late 19th century before the closing of the frontier (no pickup trucks)

--Lone, nomadic male hero – arrives, then leaves; celebrates the virtues of the individual male hero; ‘cowboy’?  Really a gunman.  Women are basically superfluous.

--Code of honor with acts of violence fair and square, like medieval chivalry and Japanese bushido.

--Spectacular western scenery – gives epic quality; America’s mythic view of its own history.

--Civilizing of the West; Easterners bring civilization to the wild land; battle against outlaws and Indians; establish schools, churches, women, families, etc.  Prepare for statehood, establishment of law and order.

Shows USA’s confidence following World War II; not much pessimism and Angst until middle or late 1950s.

