Spike Lee, ‘Do the Right Thing’ 1989
Drama with focus on theme – cultural clash and racism in New York (Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood) focused on Sal’s Pizzeria
Spike Lee (Mookie); Danny Aiello (Sal), John Turturro as racist brother, Richard Edson as more tolerant brother; Bill Nunn (Radio Rahim), Samuel L. Jackson as tolerant radio announcer, Giancarlo Esposito as angry Buggin’ Out; Da Mayor
“The Wall” – Frank Sinatra, DeNiro, Pacino, Rocky Marciano
“Obnoxious” style – hostility, shouting, profanity, loud music (“Fight the Power”), violence

“Sweet Dick” Willie – laziness, lack of initiative; Lee critiques his own community 

Racial insult montage – Blacks, whites (Italians and policemen), Puerto Ricans, Koreans, Jews; in the camera’s face
Mookie as moderate communicator, the man in the middle

And yet the film ends in violence initiated by Mookie.  Why?  Did he “Do the Right Thhing”?
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King – differing views on acceptability of violence: Spike Lee’s apparent ambiguity, although overall the film appears to favor dialogue and communication.
Spike Lee’s best film?  A.O Scott, “One of the great American films”
