Ernst Lubitsch, “To Be or Not To Be” 1942
Lubitsch background: successful German director brought to Hollywood by Mary Pickford in mid-1920s.  Comedies and musicals.  Sly sense of humor; elegant direction – mise-en-scène and sound.  “Lubitsch Touch”.

European wit and urbanity come to America

‘To Be or Not To Be’ 1942
Setting: An acting troupe in Poland just before and just after the German invasion 1939; context is Nazis, concentration camps, etc. (Holocaust not yet begun).
Cast


Jack Benny – 
“That great, great Polish actor”, Joseph Tura

Disguised as Gestapo Colonel Ehrhardt; then as  Nazi counter-spy Siletsky

Carole Lombard as Tura’s wife.

Robert Stack as Carole Lombard’s lover

Sig Ruman (came with Lubitsch from Germany) as the real Colonel Ehrhardt; he also admires Lombard.

Henry Victor as Captain Schulz

Objects of satire


Nazis in World War II – nervousness, subservience, stupidity, repetitiveness, ruthlessness

Actors! – enormous egos; Tura strutting as Hamlet
Sexual behavior – infidelity; Lombard’s infidelities interrupt Tura’s performance
Issues


Ernst Lubitsch – German: wit, biting satire, hilarity


Narrative pattern – disguise and trickery



Tura disguised  as Ehrhardt for the real Siletzky



Tura disguised as Siletsky for the real Ehrhardt

Tura/Siletzky unmasked with the help of the real Siletzky’s cadaver

Polish cast member disguised as Hitler 
Comic taste in satirizing very bad people or events



e.g., “Concentration Camp Ehrhardt”

