HUAC and the Blacklist in Hollywood
The Beginnings of the Cold War, 1946 – Joseph Stalin and the Red Army; also background of labor conflict in Hollywood in the 1930s.
House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) holds hearings on Communist influence in Hollywood, beginning in 1947

· Friendly and unfriendly witnesses; those who refused to testify known as “The Hollywood Ten” (cf. movie ‘Trumbo’)
· Parnell Thomas (“Are you now a member of the Communist Party or have you ever been?  If so, name names.”) and John Howard Larson (“I refuse to answer on the basis that you are violating my First Amendment rights.”) (Read transcript)
· The Hollywood Ten file appeals that fail and then serve a year in prison.  (What would have happened if they had invoked their 5th Amendment rights?)
The studios cave – Waldorf Declaration, 1947: We will not knowingly employ Communists (or other subversives).
Establishment of the Blacklist – no prosecutions (the suspects have done nothing illegal), but informally deprived of their employment by reference to a secret list.

(Second round of hearings in McCarthyite era, early 1950s.  Those who don’t cooperate this time plead the 5th Amendment.)

Impact = broken careers (cf. Carl Foreman, writer of ‘High Noon’ 1951 and Martin Ritt’s ‘The Front’ 1976).  Enduring bitterness, although one doubts that it had a significant negative impact on the quality of Hollywood movies.
