50s Science Fiction Movies
B movies: cheap, but often pretty gripping with some interesting ideas.
Paranoid; fear of communism?  Worry about atomic radiation that produces huge ants, sea creatures, oversized humanoids (James Arnett in the original ‘The Thing’), etc.  
Ambiguous attitude toward science – inadvertently causes the problem, but then we rely on it to bail us out.  
Threats to the American population are usually removed by the government, the FBI, or the army.
‘The Beast from 20,000 Fathoms’ 1953.

Nuclear threat – 50s anxiety.

Ray Harryhausen, the father of (science fiction) stop-motion animation. 

New York (Coney Island) saved by the US military.

‘Them’ 1954 – James Whitmore, James Arness (trailer), Edmund Gwenn intones dark biblical prophecy
Rampaging giant ants caused by radiation from atomic bomb testing

Kill and destroy, especially in the sewers of Los Angeles

Armed forces and scientists – they go together, but ambiguous view: cause the problem in the first place, but army weapons save us

Playing on anxiety and paranoia

Don Siegel, ‘Invasion of the Body Snatchers’ 1956


Kevin McCarthy; Dana Wynter

Paranoid atmosphere; isolated in small California community, but not far from LA.

Nice on 50s culture: barbeque, gas stations, used cars, drive-ins.


The pods: turn us into mechanical-like copies of ourselves



How do our copies (clones?) differ?



Threat to our humanity and our individuality.

Is the film anti-Communist?  Pay close attention to dialogue between McCarthy, Wynter, and the pod people in the doctor’s office: might be anti-Communist; or perhaps refers to protest against conformism in American society in the 1950s (e.g., McCarthyism).
The flashback sequence is added.

Don Siegel style – simple, no-nonsense action, fast-moving, crisply edited, suspenseful.  (Clint Eastwood’s directorial guru in late 1960s.)
