Hollywood and the 1960s
Influences

The 1960s – The Civil Rights movement; Anti-Vietnam War movement; disaffected youth disenchanted with the “Establishment”; America seems to be coming apart at the seams in urban rioting and decay.

The generation gap: Hollywood focuses on marketing to the younger generation.
End of the Hays Code 1966; replaced by the Ratings System that is still with us.  Does censorship remain?
The French New Wave – experimental film techniques in mainstream films, e.g., jump cuts; fast cuts; director’s personal vision is expressed through films (auteur); frank treatment of sexuality

Appreciation of film history – Eisenstein, Hitchcock, etc.

1967 – Beginning of a new era in Hollywood movies (Seventies Films)

Arthur Penn, ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ 1967


Post-Hayes Code; market to youth


Warren Beatty, Faye Dunaway, Gene Hackman


Treatment of sexuality: Bonnie in first scene; Clyde….


Music – bluegrass, banjo-pickin’ style


Attitude toward crime, banks, police

The final scene: depiction of violence in mainstream movies.  Violence is grisly, explicit.  Are the police meting out justice, or are they delivering revenge?
Mike Nichols, ‘The Graduate’ 1967


Directed by Mike Nichols (died 2014); his most successful film.

Film is marketed explicitly to the youth market; in the Vietnam 
Era, young people disillusioned with the Establishment.

Dustin Hoffman as confused Ben looking for meaning in life – something “different” – alternative to LA upper middle classes (scuba diving scene)
Ann Bancroft as alcoholic, self-indulgent, lecherous, status-conscious Mrs. Robinson

Katherine Ross very dull as her daughter; William Daniels very funny as Ben’s father
Anti-bourgeois satire: corruption in LA; upper middle class “plastics”; immorality of Mrs. Robinson; compared to purity and sincerity of youth
Simon and Garfunkel – three songs: “The Sound of Silence”; “Mrs. Robinson” (composed for the film); “Scarborough Fair”
Turns into romantic comedy in second half?  Where is the couple headed at the end?  Happily ever after?  Settle in suburbia or alternative life style?  “Open ending” of the 70s film?
