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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SACRAMENTO

School of Business Administration


MIS 102 - ADVANCED COBOL

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Edward A. Christenson

OFFICE:

BUS - 2045
Tel: 278-7105   E-MAIL: christensonea@csus.edu

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Wednesday:  3:00 – 3:50 pm 




Tuesday: 1:00 – 3:00 pm







AND by Appointment

PREREQUISITE:  MIS 30 or approved equivalent.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

 COBOL: From Micro to Mainframe,  Grauer, Villar Buss, Prentice Hall, Third Edition, 1998

 ( Personal Micro Focus Required!)

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS AND SOFTWARE:

This course will make primary use of Micro Focus Personal COBOL (DOS or Windows version) for the development, testing, and execution of the assignments. Students not familiar with Micro Focus Personal COBOL (DOS version) may wish to purchase the booklet Using Micro Focus Personal COBOL by Smith and Coker. The text has a tutorial for the Windows version and Getting Started.  The computer laboratories in Tahoe Hall, Mendocino Hall, and Sonoma Hall as I understand the current availability!

Students should have an e-mail account, either through the University or privately.  All students should send me an e-mail message with only MIS 102 as the subject.  This will place the student on my distribution list and, therefore, be informed of any messages or news on assignments or other topics that I may send.

Students should have at least three floppy diskettes for program development, backup, and to be submitted with assignments.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The purpose of this course is to provide a means by which the student may acquire knowledge and expertise in 

· Problem analysis and solution design and implementation

· Advanced language features and implementation of COBOL

· Elementary data structures

CLASS DECORUM:
I expect the class to act courteously and responsibly, with full understanding that this is a class, a lecture, a presentation.  Accordingly, I have established the following, basic guidelines to address the most serious aspects. 


There will be no eating or drinking during class, no trips in and out of the class for water, to talk to a friend, make a telephone call, etc.  


If you must leave before the end of the class period, please notify me beforehand, take a seat near the door so you need not walk in front of the class, and leave in an unobtrusive and quiet manner so as to minimize disruption.  Any abrupt departure because you have decided you have other things to do will not be tolerated. 


Late entry to the class will also be accomplished by a quiet and unobtrusive passage so as to minimize disruption.  Take the nearest seat possible without walking in front of the class.

Flagrant violation of these guidelines can result in a deduction of five (5) semester points from your earned total semester points.

IMPORTANT DATES:


DROPS:
Friday, February 9, 2001 - Last day for "free" drop or add using CASPER




Friday, February 23, 2001 - Last day to add with approved petition




Friday, March 9, 2001 - Last day to drop for SERIOUS AND COMPELLING REASONS WITH APPROVED PETITION (see drop policies)


EXAM 1:
Monday, February 26, 2001


EXAM 2:
Wednesday, March 28, 2001


EXAM 3; 
Wednesday, April 25, 2001


FINALS:  
Section 1:  Friday, May 26, 2000, 8:00 am – 10:00 am  




Section 2:  Monday, May 22, 200, 10:15 am - 12:15 pm




Section 3:  Monday, May 22, 2999, 12:45 pm - 2:45 pm   

GRADES:
The components of your final grade are as follows:




Three Examinations
300 Semester Points




Programs/Quiz

300 Semester Points

                            


     TOTAL          600 Semester Points


Please be VERY aware that approximately 30% of the points must be earned for each program to avoid a reduction of grade by one grade level  (i.e.,  from a C to a D).

EXAMINATIONS:

The emphasis of each examination is on the understanding of the assignments and the material presented in class.  The examinations will be based on reading assignments, programming assignments, and lectures.


a.
The highest three (3) of the four (4) examinations will be recorded. Each examination is worth 100 points.


b.
All examination answers will be recorded in a large Blue Book only.


c.
No make-up examinations will be given.


d.
The final examination will emphasize the material covered since the third examination but may also cover material covered during the semester.

e.      You may expect a few snap quizzes on homework and other topics (the syllabus?).  Depending on the 

             nature of the quiz, the results may affect the corresponding homework and/or modifying the semester point

              total.

Cheating will result in a zero for the examination and may result an F grade for the course and disciplinary action by the University.
ASSIGNMENTS:
The following is the preliminary list of assignments and final due dates. Changes to the schedule and to the assignments may be necessary.  You will be notified of any changes.  In any event, the contribution of the homework to semester points will not change.

ASSIGNMENT
              POINTS                 GENERAL DESCRIPTION  

DATE DUE

  Program 1
100 total
Control Break/SORT
02/19/01



 Program 2 
120 total
   Multi-Level Tables
 
 
  03/12/01

  Program 3

  120 total  
   List + Stack Operations  

  04/02/01

  Program 4

   60        
   Non-Sequential Access
 
 
  04/18/01
 

  Program 5

  75 total   
   Relative File Processing  

  05/02/00

  Program 6

 100 total         
   Indexed File Processing
 
  
  05/21/00


              TOTAL  575


The Preliminary Course Schedule has due dates of the phases the assignments.


NOTE:  Each assignment point is worth approximately 52 % of a semester point (subject to any changes to assignments). 

All programming assignments are to be run on Micro Focus Personal COBOL either the Windows version or the DOS version.  

Each assignment phase turned in will include the following (unless otherwise specified): 


- the checked/compiled listing with printed date and time 


- the designated output produced by the program


- structured diagram documenting the program


  and other documentation, as required.


- each page submitted must be initialed by the author

Two (2) points will be deducted for each late weekday a program is turned in after the due date for the first five (5) weekdays.  One (1) point will be deducted for the next five (5) weekdays.  No late points will be deducted weekends or for Spring Break.  NO POINTS FOR PROGRAMS TURNED AFTER 10 WEEKDAYS!

The days of Spring Break will NOT  be counted as late days.

NOTE:  Certain assignments have NO grace period and must be turned in on the date due to receive credit.
GRADING CRITERIA FOR THE PROGRAMS:

The standards for programming are presented in Section C.  Specific grading criteria will be provided .  

Generally, the programs will have points deducted for reasons including the following:



- program not according to specifications



- program not documented in the proper format



- program submitted late

- poor programming style and/or unprofessional appearance.

NOTE:  Each programming assignment submitted MUST include the compiled listing of the program.  An assignment   

              without this compiled listing will receive no points.

IMPORTANT:  Failure to satisfactorily complete ALL programming assignments, are grounds for a reduction in at least one grade level or a  failing semester grade.

Keep a backup hard copy of your completed assignment.  If your assignment is misplaced, you will be asked to submit your backup. It is highly recommended - for your own sake - that you make frequent disk back-ups of your programs as you work on them.  Also, periodic draft print-outs of work in progress have been known to save buckets of tears!

A detailed hierarchy chart and flowchart that reflect the program's design must accompany the assignments when required.  The diagrams must adhere to proper hierarchy chart and flowchart conventions and should reflect college level work.  These diagrams must be software generated.  Any package that will accomplish the task may be used.

SCHOLASTIC HONESTY AND DISHONESTY:
Clearly, dishonesty is not tolerated.  Students giving or receiving information of any kind will be penalized.  Penalties include:  Significant or total loss of points (programs), failure of the exam, failure of the course.  Protect yourself by the following steps:

1.
Be careful of allowing anyone to use a discarded copy of your program.  Penalties, including the strong possibility of failure, are in store for both students if the program of one is copied by another or should be found in the possession of another.  Severe cases of dishonesty and/or unethical conduct will be dealt with at the university level. 

2.
To prevent "unauthorized copying," keep track of your hardcopies and disks while working in the lab.  Do not discard copies (source code, source listings) of your program in the lab.  Either discard them off campus or leave them at my office.  Be sure you are present when your listing is removed from the printer. Negligence on your part is not an acceptable excuse. 

This is not meant to discourage appropriate discussion between students on programming problems.  It is very much encouraged.  This is an excellent way of learning and is good practice in program debugging and maintenance.  

VERY IMPORTANT!!  Appropriate discussion, however, does NOT include sharing code, output, writing code for another programming together, or any other form of collusion.  These activities are strictly prohibited!
	PRIVATE 
 TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE*                   


	 Week
	Date
	
Topic
	Text

 Readings

	Program

Due

	1
	 1/29

 1/31 


	 Course Objectives, Philosophy, Procedures, Program Style, Design, & Structure; Documentation

SORTing, Control Break Reports
	Chapters 14 & 15
	

	2
	2/05

2/07
	 Process & Philosophy of Problem-

 Solving and Programming

 Control Break Processing
	Chaps.11, 12, 13
	Program 1a



	3
	2/12

2/14
	 Control Breaks (continued)

Multi-Level Tables
	  
	  Program 1b

	4
	2/19

2/21
	 Multi-Level Tables (continued)

Multi-Level Tables (continued)
	
	  Program 1c



	5
	 2/26 

2/28
	 EXAMINATION #1

 Table Usage Problem Solving 
	                  
	  Program 2a



	6
	3/05

3/07 
	 Tables (continued)

 Concepts Data Structures and Ordered Lists 
	
	  Program 2b



	7
	3/12

3/14
	Data Structures, etc. (continued)

 Concept of “Pointers”  (i.e., addresses)
	
	  Program 2c

           

	8
	3/19

3/21
	 Pointers, Logically Ordered Lists

 Lists: Stacks & Queues
	
	 Program 3a



	 9
	3/26

3/28
	EXAMINATION #2
Lists (continued)
	
	Program 3b



	10
	4/02 

4/04 
	 Relative Files

 Relative Files (continued)
	
	Program 3c



	
	4/09
	SPRING BREAK!!
	
	

	11
	4/16

4/18
	Relative File Processing

Relative File Processing (continued)


	
	  Program 4

	12
	4/23

4/25
	Lists Organized for Non-Sequential Access

 EXAMINATION #3
	
	  Program 5a

	13
	4/30 

5/02
	 Binary Trees, B+ Trees

Indexed File Processing/ISAM & VSAM


	Chapter 18


	  Program 5b

	14
	 5/07

5/09
	 Sub-Programs

 Sub-Programs (continued)
	Chapters 16

   
	

	15
	5/14 

5/16
	 Prototyping, RAD, JAD  

 Prototyping, RAD, JAD  (continued)
	
	

	16
	5/21

FINALS

WEEK!

	 Program 6 Due --  NO LATE SUBMISSIONS!! 

  Section 1 – FINAL: Friday, May 25, 2001; 8:00 – 10:00 a,

  Section 2 - FINAL:  Monday, May 21, 2001; 10:15 am – 12:15 pm

  Section 3 – FINAL: Monday, May 21, 2001; 12:45 am -2:45 pm



	                 HAVE A RELAXING AND REFRESHING SUMMER!!                                    


*
Changes to the schedule and to the assignments may be necessary.  If so, the students will be notified

A - 1

A - 2

