Phil 04 - Anderson

Fall 04                               

First Homework Assignment

Due date: Sept. 9 (Section 12), Sept. 10 (Section 02)

I. Text, exercise 1-5, pp. 25-6. Problems 5,6,7 and 8.

II. For each of the following passages, (a) identify whether they contain an argument or not, (b) if there is an argument, write out each premise as a separate line and then the conclusion.  Rewrite any questions as statements, if they are part of the argument.  Omit any wording that doesn't really play a role in the reasoning.

(a) You'd better not pet that dog.  She looks friendly but she's been known to bite.

(b) Come on!  There's nothing wrong with cheating.  Look around you!  Everybody does it.  Besides, what harm can come from one miserable freshman cheating a little in a general education course?  I mean, it isn't like the fate of the world depends on what grade I get in an introductory philosophy course.

(c) It's high time professional boxing was outlawed.  Boxing almost always leads to brain damage and anything that does that ought to be done away with.  Besides, it supports organized crime.

(d) Will a beverage begin to cool more quickly in the freezer or in the regular part of the refrigerator?  Well, of course it will cool faster in the regular part.  There are lots of people who don't understand physics and think things may begin to cool faster in the freezer, but they are sadly mistaken.

(e) If a person really stays on the Weight Watcher's diet, he or she is bound to lose some weight.  Joe didn't lose any weight, so he can't have kept to the diet.

(f) The circus act with the greatest draw is invariably the acrobats.  Acrobats make their death-defying stunts seem easy.  But they are really very hard.  Acrobats must work long, hard hours to develop the strength, stamina, and flexibility their work requires.  If a person must work long, hard hours to develop the physical skills needed for a vocation or avocation, she or he is an athlete.  Circus acrobats are athletes.

(g) I have suffered jet lag on a number of occasions.  Jet lag makes me feel lousy for several days.  It decreases my efficiency.  It leads to insomnia and increases the risk of infection.  Jet lag is the bane of the international traveler.  some say that it is worse flying west to east than east to west.

